
 

Yoga4Health Digital 
Course Manual for Patients 

Welcome to the Yoga4Health 10-Week Yoga Programme Digital Pathway. Remember that if you 
get a chance to attend an in-person course, we encourage you to do so. Doing the course digitally 
first does not prevent you from attending in person.  

Yoga4Health was created by expert yoga teachers, doctors and researchers to enhance your health 
and wellbeing. You will be guided by an expert teacher through 10 classes which can be done on a 
chair or on a yoga mat. During the course you will develop your own personalised yoga toolkit of 
practices to support your health and wellbeing. 

You will have access to unique home practice resources, and at the end of the 10-weeks we will 
issue you with a Certificate of Completion. We will also provide you with ongoing access to free 
yoga classes, both live and recorded, when you have completed this course. To offer this we ask 
ALL NHS patients living in the UK who are doing the course to register with us. Your data will be 
held securely and not used for any purpose other than running the Yoga4Health course. We will 
never share your data with any third parties in line with our Data Protection Privacy Policy. 

In order to register for Yoga4Health Digital Pathway, please CLICK HERE and select the 
Yoga4Health Digital course beginning in the current month (if it is not yet the 15th of the month) 
or next month (if past the 15th). As part of our accountability to the NHS and to ensure 
Yoga4Health continues to meet patient needs, you will be asked to complete a short online survey 
at the beginning and end of the course. 

 
WHAT IS YOGA? 

Yoga is an ancient mind-body system developed in India. Yoga ranges from classes focused on 
physical yoga postures, to those that place their main emphasis on mindfulness and meditation. 
The Yoga In Healthcare Alliance was commissioned by the NHS in 2016 to develop an evidence-
based social prescribing yoga programme – Yoga4Health – because healthcare professionals 
recognised that yoga could make a big difference to the health and wellbeing of their patients. 
 

BEING SAFE IN CLASS 

The Yoga4Health recorded classes are low risk. However, with a digital route and the absence of a 
teacher watching your practice at all times, it is up to you to ensure that you listen to your body 
and practice the modifications offered during the session to make the course safe and within your 
capabilities. All classes start in a chair. If you are not physically able to go down to the mat, you can 



continue the session from a chair, wheelchair, or with the support of a chair. You can mix chair and 
mat practice as you wish. All physical practice is gentle and led by the breath. If you have any 
doubts about the suitability of the programme, please consult your healthcare professional. 
Patients join the programme at their own risk. 

You will be more comfortable if you avoid eating a large meal close to the start of your class. Any 
loose and comfortable clothing can be worn. You will usually take off your shoes for the class, 
unless you need them on for medical reasons.  Please ensure your practice space at home is clear 
and safe. 

 
WHAT HAPPENS IN A YOGA4HEALTH CLASS  

All Yoga4Health classes begin in a chair (or wheelchair) and those who are able work on the floor 
go down onto a yoga mat after the first three segments of each session as listed below. It is 
important to understand that this is not a gym-style yoga class. If you are looking for a physical 
workout you will be disappointed. Yoga postures were created hundreds of years after the 
essential elements of yoga were established.  

This course focuses on the subtle and more powerful practices of breathwork, mindfulness, and 
concentration - alongside a highly intelligent protocol of physical practices that can be adapted to 
meet everyone's needs. Stretching and mobilisation are good - and you will lengthen your 
muscles, increase core strength, and explore pain-free range of movement in your joints - but we 
want so much more for you than that. We want you to develop expert control over your breath 
and have at your fingertips a personal toolkit of yoga practices that work for you. Yoga practice is 
a daily process, not a linear goal. You will develop the skills and knowledge to clear the mind, 
reduce stress and anxiety, improve relaxation skills and feelings of wellbeing, and find more ease 
and space in your physical body. And you will be working in a way that is true to the yoga tradition 
dating back over two thousand years. Everything we do in class is evidence-based, secular and 
inclusive and we follow the same structure each week: - 

 A short introduction, establishing the theme for that week’s class 
 Guided breathing practice 
 Opening chair sequence of breath-led movements 
 Chair or mat-based practices 
 Relaxation 
 Guided breathing to support home practice 

 
HOME PRACTICE/GETTING THE MOST OUT OF Yoga4Health  

The aim of the Yoga4Health programme is to give you the skills, knowledge and confidence to use yoga 
practice to support your health and wellbeing. For this reason, we strongly encourage you to have a daily 
home practice of the yoga techniques you learn. Many participants find the breathing practices to be the 
most useful part of the course. Home practice can be for as little as 5-15 minutes per day and can fit in 
with your schedule. We know that people who practice regularly gain the most benefit from the 
Yoga4Health programme. 



We also invite you to reflect on what you would like to achieve from participating in the course. This could 
be anything from better physical health, more mobility, or being able to better manage stress or anxiety. It 
is even better if you can identify a specific goal that will really help to motivate you to attend and practice 
at home. One NHS patient who came to us wanted to feel strong enough to make a long journey overseas 
to visit her daughter. Another wanted to improve his balance and mobility and feel able to move through 
life more confidently. Both achieved their goals. 
 

Yoga4Health Protocol Chair & Mat 

  

Introduction/Welcome/ Psychoeducation Settling & breathing practice 

 
The Initial Seated Sequence done by all SUs 

   
      

Breath and movement. Inhale arms wide, exhale close. (protraction-
retraction movement of shoulder girdle) 

Inhale, raise arms, palms up; turn palms; exhale, lower arms 
(elevation and depression movement of shoulder girdle) 

    
 

    

Further shoulder mobilising Side stretches. Dynamic or static. If static rest forearm on head.  

 

 

 

Forward fold/back stretch  

 
Physical Practice Continues in a Chair or on a Yoga Mat 

Meet the needs of the group in front of you. This protocol is a framework and you are not required to follow it exactly. You may have to miss 
out practices in earlier weeks while demonstrating and building familiarity with placement. Important note: SUs working from the mat must 
place a yoga block and/or folded blanket under the back of the head to maintain length in the neck. The forehead should be level with, or 



slightly higher than, the chin. For all kneeling practices a thick folded blanket or cushion should be placed under the knees. For those with knee 
problems, follow one of the non-weight-bearing versions of modified practice. If running short of time, leave out warriors. Always leave 
enough time for balance, inversion, relaxation, final breathing practice, and discussion 

 

Mat Practice (Left hand column) Chair Practice (Right hand column) 

                     
Transition to the floor. Take a few breaths in this new position Sit quietly with your breath 

  
Inhale slow and low, and exhale navel to spine to activate the core. 
Feel the downward movement with your palms 

Inhale low and slow, and exhale navel to spine to activate the core. 
Feel the inward movement with your palms 

          

           
Draw thigh in during exhale x3. Repeat L side.  Progression: 
Straighten one leg x3 R/L. Knees to chest and rock to counterpose 

Hold shin or thigh (or use belt) and draw in thigh on exhale x3-5 R/L. 
Fold forwards to release 

         

       
Inhale, full body stretch, engaging as many muscles as possible. 
Exhale, relax completely x5 

Inhale, reach up and engage as many muscles as possible. Exhale, 
relax x5 

  
Hip opener (gentle rotations) Hip opener (hold and rotate each leg in turn) 

       
           

Backbend: dynamic, static (nothing under head); counterpose Dynamic backbend. Inhale open chest, exhale release back to neutral 
x5. Counterpose with forward fold 

            
                     

Dynamic and held supine twist. Arms away from the body at 
shoulder height or lower (can bend elbows as shown here). 
Shoulders back and down, palms up. Feet hip width apart. Inhale 
centre and exhale x3 into twist R/L sides then hold 

Dynamic and held twist. Inhale, palms together, lengthen up. Exhale, 
turn shoulders and head in opposite directions. Inhale to centre and 
exhale x3 into twist R/L sides then hold 

           

           

        

Cross-crawl and hamstring stretch. Inhale L arm, R leg. Exhale semi-
supine. Inhale R arm, L leg. Exhale semi-supine x3 rounds  

Cross-crawl and hamstring stretch. Inhale L arm/R leg. Exhale 
release. Inhale R arm, L leg. Exhale release x3 rounds 

                 
       
      



Dynamic hamstring stretch with belt. Bend R leg on inhale and 
stretch on exhale x5. After last exhale hold static stretch R side x5. 
Relax and observe effects of stretch BEFORE repeating L side. 

Dynamic hamstring stretch with belt. Bend R leg on inhale and 
stretch on exhale x5. After last exhale, hold static stretch R side x5. 
Relax and observe effects of stretch, BEFORE repeating L side. 

     

    
 

   
 

   

             

1. Back strengthener. Many SUs prefer using back of the chair. Start 
in back strengthening position (Inhale position) Exhale lower by 
bending elbows. Up and down with breath back and gluts.x3-5.  
2. Glute strengthener/hip flexor lengthener. Inhale, raise straight 
leg…. Exhale, lower x 3-5 R/L 

Back strengthening. Lean forward onto the thighs and use back 
muscles to arch and release the spine with the breath x3 breaths.  
Glute strengthening. Inhale contract glutes and exhale release. 

         
             

        
Many SUs prefer supported chair version. Dynamic Cat – inhale 
back bend, exhale back arch x5. Watch out for hyperextension of 
neck (look forward and down) 

Cat pose. From a chair, inhale and open the spine, sliding the hands 
towards hips. Exhale, round the back and engage the abdominals, 
sliding hands towards knees. x5.  

          

                
 
 

         
       

Dynamic downward facing dog. Many SUs prefer supported chair 
version. If all-fours pad knees and hands in front of shoulders. 
Knees bent, focus on spine lengthening. Dynamic from floor, one 
breath in each pose. Repeat x3-5. Guide non-inverters to chair-
supported version (HBP, glaucoma etc.) 

Dynamic downward facing dog. Inhale, lift both arms and right leg, 
exhale release. Inhale both arms and left leg, exhale release. Repeat 
up to x5.  

        

        
   

       
 

            

Stand in mountain pose, feet hip-width apart. Take a few breaths 
here, feeling the touch of the feet on the ground. Shrug shoulders, 
rotate wrists, extend fingers and make soft fists. Then extend arms 
to the sides and sweep up on inhale, draw palms down past the 
heart on exhale. Repeat x5, lifting toes or heels 

Same as left. Then extend arms to the sides and sweep up on inhale, 
draw palms down past the heart on exhale. Repeat x5, lifting toes on 
inhale and relaxing them on exhale and lifting the heels on inhale 
and releasing them on exhale 



  
Sun salutation. A dynamic series of interwoven yoga postures that 
stretch the body and support cardio-vascular, respiratory, and 
lymphatic health. Each pose is done either on an inhale or exhale, 
no pose is held. Repeat up to 5 rounds.  

Sun Salutations. A dynamic series of interwoven yoga postures that 
stretch the body and support cardio-vascular, respiratory, and 
lymphatic health. Each pose is done either on an inhale or exhale, no 
pose is held. Repeat up to 5 rounds.  

      

             

Dynamic Warrior 1. Keep feet hip width apart and back foot hardly 
turned out. Inhale to bend knee into lunge and take arms wide, 
shoulders released. Exhale, return palms together and straighten 
leg x5 R/L sides 

Dynamic Warrior 1. Take the left leg to the side and bring palms 
together in front of the heart. Inhale open arms, exhale palms 
together x5 R/L sides. If you can stand, use the back of the chair, feet 
hip width apart and hips facing forwards. Inhale bend the leg, exhale 
straighten x5 R/L sides 

      

          

Dynamic Warrior 2. Step feet apart a comfortable distance and 
hold hips steady. Turn the R leg and foot out 70-80 degrees 
(according to your own hip range of motion). Palms together. 
Inhale, turn head, extend arms and lunge R leg (knee tracks second 
toe). Exhale, return to starting position x5 R/L sides 

Dynamic Warrior 2. Open right hip and turn out left leg slightly. 
Palms together. Inhale, turn head, extend arms. Exhale return to 
starting position x5 R/L sides. Alternatively, with chair support, 
extend arm and bend knee on inhale. Straighten leg and draw in arm 
on exhale x5 R/L sides. 

             

            
 

Dynamic Heron balance. Start in mountain pose. Inhale, lift the 
arms come onto the toes of the R foot. Exhale, release down. 
Switch legs with each breath and progress to lifting and lowering 
the foot to and from the mat. If you have balance issues use a chair 
or wall for support x5 R/L sides. Progression to simple tree pose 
Weeks 8-9-10 

Dynamic heron pose. Only work in a chair if SU is unable to stand. 
Inhale, raise soft arms to the sides and lift right leg. Exhale, lower. 
Continue with alternate legs and both arms. Using a chair or wall for 
stability. Progression to simple tree pose Weeks 8-9-10 

     
    

Mild inversion. Rest the legs on the chair, yoga block under the hips 
and head supported on a blanket. 10 breaths 

Mild inversion. Sit comfortably in the chair. If possible, raise the legs 
and rest on another chair. Progression: If coming to the floor for 
relaxation then rest legs on chair as shown opposite. 10 breaths 



       
   

           

Relaxation. Find a comfortable pose using any available supports if 
needed, or take semi-supine with knees together. Listen to a 
recorded Yoga4Health relaxation (10 available to download) 

Relaxation. If your chair has sides you may be able to safely relax. If 
not, sit against a wall in case you fall asleep and fall off the  chair. If 
remaining in a chair without sides, treat relaxation as a guided 
meditation. Listen to a recorded Yoga4Health relaxation (10 available 
to download) 

 

Final Breathing Practice in chair 

The week’s breathing technique is further established by around 5 minutes of practice  

   

 

 

WEEKLY THEMES 

Each week of the Yoga4Health programme has a theme, catchphrase, and breathing practice 

Week 1: Body and breath awareness 
Notice where you feel your breath 
Low, slow, abdominal breathing 

Week 6: Spaciousness 
Notice the space in your shoulders 
Inhale ocean breath, exhale long ocean breath, 
pause/space 

Week 2: Grounding  
Feel the touch of the body on the ground 
Breathing up and down from the ground 

Week 7: Being embodied 
Notice the sensations in the body 
Inhale ocean breath, exhale ocean breath, pause/space 

Week 3: Grounding 
Inhale up from the ground, exhale back down to the 
ground 
Ocean breathing on the exhale  

Week 8: Balance  
Breathe with the chimes 
Equal Breathing. Inhaling for 6 seconds and exhaling for 
6 seconds (with or without audio track) 

Week 4: Grounding 
Finding stability and steadiness 
Ocean breathing on inhale and long exhale 

Week 9: Change 
Notice the beginning/end of the inhale & exhale. 
Notice arising and passing sensations 
Equal Breathing. Inhaling for 6 seconds and exhaling for 
6 seconds (with or without audio track) 

Week 5: Spaciousness 
Notice space in body and breath  
Inhale ocean breath, exhale long ocean breath, 
pause/space 

Week 10: Connection 
We are all connected by breath 
Equal Breathing. Inhaling for 6 seconds and exhaling for 
6 seconds (with or without audio track) 

 

RESOURCES 

You are able to access home practice videos for chair or mat practice via the Yoga In Healthcare Alliance 
website: https://www.yogainhealthcarealliance.com/resources/ 

There are also recordings of all 10 classes of the Yoga4Health programme for home practice or to catch up 
on missed sessions or repeat them: -  

Week 1   
https://vimeo.com/1101879784?share=copy  
 
Week 2 
https://vimeo.com/1199457250?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci  

Week 6 
https://vimeo.com/1201736094?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci 
 
Week 7 
https://vimeo.com/1202824220?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci 



 
Week 3 
https://vimeo.com/1201695476?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci 
 
Week 4 
https://vimeo.com/1201701469?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci  
 
Week 5 
https://vimeo.com/1201729948?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci 

 

 
Week 8 
https://vimeo.com/1202906817?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci  
 
Week 9 
https://vimeo.com/1203530318?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci 
 
Week 10 
https://vimeo.com/1203594733?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci 

 
 

Yoga4Health Home Practice Record 
You can use this form to record which days you practice yoga at home. Simply tick the days on which you practice yoga and hand this form in 
at the Week 10 class or scan and email to your teacher 

WEEK FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

1        

2        

3        

4        

5        

6        

7        

8        

9        

10 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Personal notes on home practice Add your thoughts and reflections on how you feel after each practice. Journalling in this way can help you 
understand more deeply how yoga practice supports your health and wellbeing. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Add more rows as needed or use your own journal/notebook.          Paul Fox June 2026 

www.yogainhealthcarealliance.com 


